
Application Checklist 
(This checklist duplicates the one in the Graduate Studies Admission Guide) 

 
Where to send: 

• Application for Admission      Graduate Studies 
 

• $50.00 Application Fee      Graduate Studies 
 

• Official Transcripts       Graduate Studies 
 

• Proof of English proficiency, TOEFL (or IELTS)   Graduate Studies   
Paper-550; Internet-79 
Internet-based TOEFL strongly recommended 
(International Students only)   
 

• Financial Resource Certification     Graduate Studies 
and supporting funding  
(International students only-Required upon admission) 

 
• Three Letters of Recommendation     Modern Languages 

 
• Statement of Purpose       Modern Languages 

Supply a 300-500 personal statement, written in English, in which you discuss your 
proposed course of study at UNL in terms of your intellectual interests, academic and 
work experience (current and former studies, experience outside the US, etc.) and your 
professional goals. Indicate whether or not you are applying for an assistantship and 
describe any previous teaching experience. 

 
• Materials for department:      Modern Languages 

Writing sample and voice recording 
The writing sample should be at least 10 pages, written in the target language and 
demonstrate your potential to research and analyze literary texts. We will be evaluating 
your ability to use the target language, to write effective essays, to do research, and 
analyze literature. The best sample is a research paper on a literary subject from a 
previous class. This is especially important for applicants to the doctoral program. If you 
do not have one available, contact the graduate advisor in your language about a 
substitute, for example, an essay on a literary topic or a research paper from some related 
discipline. Generally, creative writing is not appropriate. 
The oral sample should include two statements, both three to four minutes long, one in 
English and the other in the target language. You can discuss the same topics as in the 
personal statement. We prefer that you do not read the statements, but “speak” them. The 
versions in English and the target language usually cover the same material. The voice 
recording must be uploaded as an mp3 file.  
 

• Unofficial transcripts (photocopies)     Modern Languages 
 
 
 

 



 
Notice 

 
It is the policy of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln not to discriminate on the basis of sex, age, disability, race, color, religion, 
marital status, veterans=	  status, national or ethnic origin, or sexual orientation in its education programs, admission policies, 
employment policies, financial aid, or other school-administered programs. This policy is enforced by federal law under Title IX 
of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Title VI of the Civil Rights act of 1964, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973. Inquiries regarding compliance with these statutes may be directed to the Director, Affirmative Action and diversity, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 127 Canfield Administration Building, P.O. Box 880437, Lincoln, NE 68588-0437, (402) 472-
3417. 
 
Acceptance of registration by the University of Nebraska and admission to any educational program of the University does not 
constitute a contract or warranty that the University will continue indefinitely to offer the program in which a student is enrolled. 
The University expressly reserves the right to change, phase out, or discontinue any program. 
 
The listing of courses contained in any University bulletin, catalog, or schedule is by way of announcement only and shall not be 
regarded as an offer or contract. The University expressly reserves the right to: (1) add or delete courses from its offering, (2) 
change times or locations or courses or programs, (3) change academic calendars without notice, 94) cancel any course for 
insufficient registrations, or (5) revise or change rules, charges, fees, schedules, courses, requirements for degrees, and any other 
policy or regulation affecting students, including, but not limited to, evaluation standards, whenever the same is considered to be 
in the best interests of the University. 
	  


